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	Abstract
	
	

	
	The aims of this research were to examine the factors that affected high school students to be interested in choosing their career in the areas of business, management, and economics, to study the opinions of high school students in Bangkok about their level of interest to select their careers. A simple random sampling was utilized to obtain 400 samples. Half the sample group came from private high schools, whereas the other half came from public high schools. A questionnaire was designed and used to collect the data and in-depth interviews were also conducted to obtain their opinions about their level of interest in business, management, and economics career. The findings revealed that the majority of respondents had a high level of interest in the business, management, and economics careers. High school students who majored in Math-English were more interested in business, management, and economics careers than that of high school students who majored in Science-Math with a 0.05 level of significance. The career was rated as a very interesting career with a chance to have high salary. The factors that influenced the students to choose this career could be ranked as follows: high salary, job security, professional development, occupation growth, peer pressure, high authority and responsibility. The findings from the in-depth interviews revealed that the major obstacles that prevented high school students from choosing business, management, and economics as a career were their ability in mathematics and English.
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	Introduction 
	
	
	

	The world has become a global market place and all types of business, management and economics career are now one of the popular jobs among new graduates from many high schools, colleges and universities.  It is a job that requires the skills in mathematics, English, good personality, and basic business knowledge. Nowadays, the demand in businesses employees has increased due to global market place (Wongleedee, 2012). 


	

	
	
	Literature review 

	
	The study of the business, management, and economics career was based on the theory of business. Philip Kotler (2000) the guru of marketing, explained that image of the career could be the belief, thought, and expectation from understanding the concept of that career which also includes the attitude of customers towards that particular functions, duties, and business organization. Noland, et al., (2003) found the important factors influencing the decision to select the career which was long-term salary, prestige of the profession, job security, and starting salary. Moreover, he found that the major source of information were alumni, internet, newspapers, and television.

Lowe and Simons (1997) studied the relative importance of 13 factors influencing the choice of business major. They found that the most important factors influencing the choice were future earnings, ability and aptitude. Also, they found that referenced group such as parent, teachers, counseling group, have only moderate influence on the business major selected. Moreover, many researchers have suggested three important techniques to measure the needs and satisfaction from students and this information helps to find the image of a particular career from the eyes of students. The three techniques include interview students directly, use questionnaires with target students, and observe students choosing their major [3].

	(Methodology 
	
	
	

	
	A questionnaire was constructed and administered to high school students in the areas of Bangkok, Thailand. The Likert five scales questionnaire was designed to investigate the factors influencing the business, management, and economics career from the perspectives of students from both private and public high schools and to evaluate their level of interest in the career. The population included all high school students in Bangkok, Thailand. The simple random sampling technique was performed to obtain a sample group that included 400 students from both public and private high schools in Bangkok in the same proportion.  Taro Yamane (1973) Technique was utilized to obtain an accurate sample group. The dependent variables of this study included the average grade or GPA, gender, family income, and student academic major and the independent variables included the level interest in business, management, and economics career. Descriptive statistics utilized in this research including percentage, mean, and standard deviation. In addition, 30 pilot questionnaires were tested and each question had to pass the Cronbach Alpha criteria with at least 0.7. Moreover, the validity of the questions was evaluated by using IOC technique with three experts. 

	
	
	
	Conclusions 

	
	A total of 400 students were chosen from 10 different high schools all over Bangkok, Thailand. The findings of this study revealed that male and female high school students were chosen in the same proportion, or 50:50 respectively. The majority had the age between 16-18 years old. About 55.25 percent of the respondents had their GPA between 2.00 - 3.00 and 39.75 percent of the respondents had the GPA between 3.01 - 4.00. Five percent of the respondents had their GPA lower than 2.00. There were no international students in the survey. The majority of respondents were from Thai middle class with the average family income between 30,000-50,000 baht. The majority of their parents were government employees.  In terms of their academic major selection, 40.25 percent chose Science-Math, 35.75 percent chose Math-English, and others chose different majors. In terms of their interest in a business, management, and economics career, the finding revealed that the majority of respondents had a high level of interest in business, management, and economics career. 
TABLE I - Business, Management, and Economics Career

Level of importance

Mean

S.D.

Rank

Influencing factors 

1.High salary prospect

4.73

0.998

1

2. Job security

4.71

0.876

2

3.Professional development

4.66

0.783

3

4.Occupation growth

4.45

0.758

4

5. Peer pressure

6. High authority and responsibility

4.43

4.41

0.770

0.786

5

6

      The findings from TABLE I revealed six different factors that influenced business, management, and economics career from the perspectives of high school students as follows: 1) The respondents overall rated high salary prospect as the number factor influencing the career with a mean of 4.73 and 0.998 SD. 2) The respondents overall rated job security as the number two factor influencing the career with a mean of 4.71 and 0.876 SD.  3) The respondents overall rated professional development as the number three factor influencing the career with a mean of 4.66 and 0.783 SD.  4) The respondents overall rated occupation growth as the number four factor influencing the career with a mean of 4.45 and 0.758 SD.  5) The respondents overall rated peer pressure as the number five factor influencing the career with a mean of 4.43 and 0.770 SD.  6) The respondents overall rated high authority and responsibility as the number six factor influencing the career with a mean of 4.41 and 0.786 SD.

     From the findings of this study, it can be concluded that the majority high school students in Bangkok had a high level of interest in a business, management, and economics career. When examined in detail, the factors influencing the career could be ranked according to the mean average as follow: high salary prospect, job security, professional development, occupation growth, peer pressure, and high authority and responsibility. In addition, high school students who majored in Math-English were more interested in the above mentioned career than high school students who majored in Science-Math with a 0.05 level of significance. Finally, the findings from the in-depth interviews with a focus group of high school students revealed that the major obstacles that prevented many high school students who may be interested in the career were their skills in Mathematics and English.
	

	
	
	Acknowledgement
	
	

	
	
	The author would like to thank the Research and Development Institute, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University, Bangkok, Thailand for financial support. The author also would like to thank Dr. Kevin Wongleedee, Director of Institute of Lifelong Learning Promotion and Creative for proof reading this research paper.

	References
	

	
	Wongleedee, K. (2012). Satisfaction, global senior citizen in Thailand.” ICEMT Conference.  

Kotler, P.  (2000). Marketing Management. 10th edition, United States of America: Prentice Hall International edition. 

Kotler, P.  (1997). Marketing Management: Analysis, Planning, Implementation and Control, 9th edition, Englewood Cliff: Prentice Hall, International edition.

Noland, T.,et al., (2003). An analysis of academic major selection factors: a comparison of information system and accounting students. Proceedings of the 18th Annual conference of the international       academy for information management, 18, 150.

Lowe, R.D. and Simons, K. (1997). Factors influencing choice of business major. Accounting Education. 6(1), 39-45.

Hecker, D. E. (2005). Occupation employment projection. Monthly labor review, November,100.

Wongmonta, S. (1999). “Public Relation; Theory and Practice,” Bangkok: Diamond in Business World.

Yamane, T. (1973). “Statistics: An introductory analysis,”3rd edition, 1973, New York, Harper and Row.



















PAGE  
- 1 -

